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Non Instrumented Checks

If heavily finted glass is encountered in
situation when a TinftMan meter is not
available then a subjective assessment may
be made. It will be made of the relevant
glass from the driving seat with the doors
closed. If it is obvious that the VLT is less

than the legal requirements and the level

of visibility of the surroundings has been
obscured to the extent that the "danger

of injury” criterion for immediate prohibition
action has been met, then an immediate
prohibifion may be used. If the level of
visibility is not obviously dangerous then
advise that the legal requirements may have
been breached, thus putting the onus on the
owner to investigate further.

TINTMAN

The TintMan is the official VLT measuring
device used by VOSA officials, Vehicle
Inspectors and the police forces around
the country. Created and manufactured
by Turnkey Instruments and based on the
way the human eye reacts fo light.

The device is very simple in operation
(although officers do require a certain
level of training before being allowed

to operate the units). The unit comes

in a small plastic case that houses the
TintMan itself, some calibration glass and
the emifter and receiver arrays. When

a car is going to have its glass fested

the unit is calibrated against the sample

Insurance Implications

glass in the case. Then the vehicle glass is
cleaned and dried 1 before the emitter
and receiver are placed on each side of
the glass. A magnetic locking mechanism
is used so the emitter and receiver are
perfectly aligned. 2 The official using the
device then presses and holds down

the button on the front of the unit unfil

3 the reading stabilises (usually within 30
seconds). This test is carried out 3 times at
varying points of the window (within the
drivers viewing area) and an average

is calculated. If the average reading

falls under the amount allowed by law
then the official has the right to take
appropriate action. See the chart on the
allowable percentages for more details.

One thing which you will need to check out with your insurance company is whether

they will still insure your car with window tints.

Some insurance companies have expressed that they will not be insuring cars with
window tints, while some others are still happy to insure you.

Make sure you check with your individual companies before getting tints!
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